ALDBOURNE NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
LOCAL HERITAGE ASSETS 

Why Bother?

Aldbourne has a Conservation Area, which brings a lot of protection of really significant features in a national context – not just buildings but also dozens of key trees. There are almost 100 Listed Buildings in the parish as a whole, also well protected.   

In addition to this, there are almost certainly a number of features which do not fit the usual national criteria but which are highly valued by local people and crucial to setting the character and identity of Aldbourne. The Steering Group could think of:

· The two village pumps.
· The thatched bus shelter.
· The few remaining railings by the Bourne and on the little bridges over it.
· The cross (or whatever) on the Green.
· The little postboxes along Farm Lane, Oxford Road and up Castle Street.
· The street sign on the junction of Marlborough Road/Castle Street.
· The hanging sign on the Blue Boar.
· The Old Fire Station on the Green

And if we can think of those, local people like you can no doubt think of many others.

Now imagine what Aldbourne would be like if they all went!

It is now possible to give features such as these some legal protection by including them in our Neighbourhood Plan as ’Local Heritage Assets’. The guidance mentions “buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas or landscapes identified as having a degree of significance” to a place and its people. The protection is not absolute, certainly less than for a Listed Building or a major tree, but once designated any attempt to remove or change an asset has to be considered by Wiltshire Council – and any decision will be made with local advice. 

How?
· Anybody and everybody can be invited to suggest possible assets - as here. 
· Each suggestion needs to be accompanied by a form stating the value of each asset in terms of any or all of: 
· Rarity (the only one around)
· Representativeness (a good example of ….)
· Architectural interest (if a building)
· Townscape or landscape value (a key part of a key view)
· Group value (several things together adding up)
· Artistic interest (as in the Blue Boar sign)
· Historic association (link to a local celebrity or WW2)
· Archaeological interest (maybe the WW2 links)
· The long list gets sieved, with help from our consultants.
· Owners of any listable asset are contacted for their views on listing.
· A final report with recommendations is prepared, then the plan Examiner decides.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]And then …. a policy in our Neighbourhood Plan!
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