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 PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY 4 JUNE 2025 

Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, 
Aldbourne 

7.30 pm  

 

Present: 
Councillors:   P. Lawler (Chairman), S. Muirhead (Vice Chairman) 

T. Berisha, V. Butler, A. Edmonds, C. Elms, R. Lester, R. Oswald, 
J. Paterson C. Rust, P. Trayes R. Warren 
From item 37/25 – M. Adams 

In attendance:   
Parish Clerk/RFO:   Mrs K Clay 
Members of the public:  6, Cllr James Sheppard (Aldbourne & Ramsbury Ward) 
 
A signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office was received by the Clerk for Cllr Rayner, and Cllr Elms 
signed his DAO prior to the start of the meeting. 

 
31/25 Apologies 
Apologies noted from Councillors:  J. Aplin & J. Rayner. 
 
32/25 Interests 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
33/25 Minutes of the last meeting 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously that the Minutes from the last meeting held on 
Wednesday 14 May 2025 be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
34/25 Planning Committee Minutes 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously to adopt the Planning Committee Minutes from the 
meeting held on Wednesday 2 April 2025. 
 
35/25 Outstanding Items Review 
Update on the following items: 

a) (03/04/2024) Damage to byway ALDB19 (Sheepwalk) – The PRoW is still on the 
list for repair by Wiltshire Council, once funds and materials are available. 

b) (05/07/2023) 20-mph limit project - Due to objections when the scheme was 
publicised, a report for the Wiltshire Council cabinet member is being prepared.  
There is no timeline available for this process.  

c) (02/04/2025) Horse Chestnut by the pond – The tree will be inspected as part of 
this year’s trees inspection.  

d) (14/05/2025) Fires in Rectory Wood - Sadly, a further fire was lit in the woods on 
Thursday 22 May.  The fire brigade was called as a precaution due to the dry 
weather and the closeness of houses.  Information on the perpetrators seen 
running from the area has been passed to the police.   

e) (14/05/2025) Dog fouling – A post about this issue has been put on social media. 
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36/25 Accounts 
Proposer/Seconder: Cllr Edmonds & Cllr Elms 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the financial statement as presented by 
the Clerk. 
 

A copy of the financial report is attached as Appendix A.  
The Clerk advised that the two new signatories have been added to the bank mandate 
but that they could not authorise any payments until they receive their card and ID 
machine.  Until then, payments will continue to be authorised as agreed at item 23/25 on 
14 May 2025.  
 
51/25 Co-option (Taken out of order) 
Two candidates had stood for the one vacancy.  
Proposer/Seconder: Cllr Edmonds & Cllr Butler 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously that those candidates not present would not be 
included in the co-option vote.   
 
Mr Adams confirmed that his name is on the electoral register.  
Proposer/Seconder: Cllr Edmonds & Cllr Butler 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously to co-opt Mr Mark Adams to Aldbourne Parish 
Council.   
 
Mr Adams signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the Council for the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
37/25 Appointments 
Final appointments deferred until the July meeting.  
 
38/25 Training 
Proposer/Seconder: Cllr Muirhead & Cllr Rust 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously that the current training budget of £200 will be 
increased to £600, with the additional funds being vired from the general reserves.  The 
Parish Clerk is delegated to book councillor training for those wishing to attend any 
courses offered by WALC.  Course fees are non-refundable, and thus councillors may be 
asked to re-imburse the course fee to the Council for any session booked on their behalf, 
which they are then unable to attend. 
 
39/25 Clerks Report 

a) After much chasing, the insurance renewal finally arrived on Monday 2 June.  
Zurich has confirmed that the cover currently in place will continue past the 
renewal date because of their delay in issuing the renewal.  The premium is 
£1,624.39, which is £379.53 less than 2024/25.  The policy has been double 
checked by the Clerk and three councillors, and no significant changes have been 
found.  The policy premium will, therefore, be paid.    
 

40/25 Public Session 

• ARC gave an update on their pre planning application sent to Wiltshire Council.  
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41/25 Rural Housing 
Cllr Edmonds spoke about the reduction in social housing in the village due to the sale of 
properties.  More lower cost housing (affordable but not subject to any right to buy 
scheme) is needed in the village to enable younger families to stay and live here.  A 
community land trust could be set up to potentially bring forward affordable housing.  
However, there needs to be land available for housing to be able to set one up.  The 
councillors present were not opposed to the idea of a community land trust.  
Cllr Edmonds and Cllr Buckler will continue research on this issue and report back to the 
Council when further information is available.  
 
42/25 Pump Damage 
The pump was hit on Saturday 17 May 2025.  A witness took down the number plate of 
the vehicle, but sadly the details recorded did not match the vehicle seen.  The metal 
base has been moved out of line, but the pump is still working.  A group of volunteers will 
be organised to try and move the base gently back into place.   
 
43/25 Playing/Sports Inspections 
Inspections have been undertaken in Goddards Lane, and apart from a small amount of 
non-offensive graffiti on one piece of equipment, there were no issues of concern to 
report.  Claridge Close will be inspected within the next week.  
 
ARFC has added some more soil to the worst of the dipped areas on the football field.  
There is still some way to go before the pitch is perfect, but it is much better than it was 
previously.  The goal posts have been repainted.  
 
44/25 Football Field 
Proposer/Seconder: Cllr Berisha & Cllr Rust 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously that there were no objections to the temporary 
toilet being moved to the football field.  There was also support for a storage shed or 
container, but that ARFC will be asked to investigate the options and come back to the 
Council with a proposal before ordering anything.  Cllr Trayes and Cllr Paterson are 
delegated to meet with ARFC to discuss these issues and continuing use of the football 
field, as well as conditions to be applied.  A recommendation in relation to these issues is 
to be brought back to the Council for consideration at the July 2025 meeting.   
 
The Council was asked if it had any objections to ARFC holding a fund-raising BBQ with 
a beer tent on the football field on Saturday 28 June.  In principle there were no 
objections, but it was pointed out that this was the date of the Churches Together annual 
fete.  If ARFC do still wish to proceed with this date, the event and any conditions can be 
approved under existing delegation.  
 
45/25 Litter Clearing Equipment 
Proposer/Seconder: Cllr Elms, Cllr Trayes 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously that £100 is approved for the purchase of litter 
pickers, bag hoops and hi-viz vests for use in the village.  All items will be kept in the 
village store.  
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46/25 Twinning 
Proposer/Seconder: Cllr Lester and Cllr Elms 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously that the Aldbourne Twinning Group will become a 
steering group under the Parish Council until July 2026.  The membership of the group 
can be made up of members of the public but should always contain at least two 
members of the Parish Council.  As an official Parish Council steering group it will be 
subject to the Parish Councils Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  The steering 
group is given delegated powers to make decisions on any matter in relation to twinning 
which does not involve expenditure.  Any action which requires expenditure (for funds not 
already approved) will require approval by the Parish Council.   
 
47/25 Events 
Proposer/Seconder: Cllr Rust & Cllr Trayes 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously that permission is given for the Scarecrow trail to 
use the village green on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th July 2025, for Aldbourne Carnival 
Committee to use of the football field on Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st August 2025, and 
for vintage cars to be parked on the village green on Wednesday 9th July 2025.  All are 
subject to conditions for use of the stated area.  
 
48/25 Councillor Reports 

a) Works to install an additional post office counter, as well as works to the flooring 
and internal well, are anticipated to start within the next week to ten days.  The 
post office & store will be closed during these works.  It is hoped that they will be 
completed within two weeks.  The new additional counter will offer a much wider 
range of services to customers.  Ramsbury Surgery will be updating their patients 
about prescription collections during the closure.  

b) The VE80 events raised £3,365, which is being split 50/50 between Help for 
Heroes and Royal British Legion.  

c) There is a coffee morning being held in the Memorial Hall on Saturday 21 June 
between 10.00 am and 12.00 pm.  Artwork from St Michael’s School and Cecil 
Newton School in Creully will be on display.  There will be some fun activities to try, 
and a range of raffle prizes provided by Creully when the visited the village in May.  
Everyone is welcome to come along and purchase tea/coffee, home-made cakes 
and raffle tickets, whilst viewing the wonderful artwork, and finding out a bit more 
about Creully.  

d) Thanks were expressed to a youngster who had worked to release the green 
ducks stuck under one of the bridges after this year’s duck race and return them to 
the organisers.   

e) A survey is being undertaken to obtain the views of the village in relation to 
installing a basketball hoop in the Council owned tennis court.  

f) Flood Warden update – Cllr Warren has now met with the representatives from 
Thames Water.  They confirmed that work to find where groundwater is infiltrating 
their network continues.  Some of the wardens will be attending flood warden 
training in August.  The five priority drains reported to Wiltshire Council are still 
awaiting clearance, as is the catchpit at the top of Southward Lane.  During recent 
heavy rain debris blocked some of the drains on Oxford Street and efforts are 
being made to prevent this from reoccurring.  The Winterbourne has very thick 
weed growth in it again this year.  Clearing of this vegetation has become too big a 
job for the volunteers who usually undertake this work.  The flood wardens will 
liaise with Thames Water and the Environment Agency about engaging their help 
to clear it.   
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Reminder that if surface water drainage from your property goes into a soakaway 
or other system which does not connect to the sewer network, that you may be 
able to claim a one-off rebate from Thames Water.  

g) Cllr Warren and Cllr Lester are getting to grips with how the SIDs work and 
downloading statistics.  A solar powered charger will now be used to charge the 
batteries, which means there will no longer be a cost to the Council for this.  

h) The Parish Steward was in the village this week and undertook a range of tasks.   
i) There are some molehills around the pond which have now hardened and need to 

be flattened out.  
j) A bike jump was built from earth and turf in Whitley playing field.  Whilst 

appreciating the efforts gone into building this, and the covering up of where 
materials had been taken from, it was not the best place for this and thus is has 
been removed.  

k) Clearing the allotments is going to be a large job, and a contractor will be required 
to undertake this work.  

l) A report on the most recent Marlborough Area Board meeting was given.  A copy of 
the report from Cllr Oswald is attached to these minutes.  

m) Complaint that there is no post for the SID at the far end of Lottage Rd.  
n) A hole on the village green where the Blue Boar had installed their Christmas tree 

last year has been filled in.  The landlord was reminded that it is their responsibility 
to ensure this hole is filled and remains so.  

o) Thanks were expressed to Mr A Phizacklea for his continued efforts to help keep 
the village looking clean and tidy.  
 

49/25 Wiltshire Council 
Cllr Sheppard highlighted the challenges faced by farmers across the country, and how 
many are suffering from mental health issues because of them.  Wiltshire Council are 
putting together a service which will enable farmers to come together to talk and discuss 
issues they may have.  The details will be published once available.  
   
50/25 Public Session 

• Comment about the ownership of the new litter picking equipment.  

• Comment about graffiti and cleaning it off items.  
 

51/25 Co-option 
Taken out of order before item 37/25. 
 
52/25 Next Meeting 
The next meeting date was confirmed as Wednesday 9 July 2025 @ 7.30 pm in the 
Memorial Hall.   
 
 

The meeting concluded at 9.31 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature of the Chairman: __________________________________ Date: 9 July 2025 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

 
Bank Account Balances as at 29/05/2025 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Receipts £ 

Category Amount 

Donation (VE80) 1,500.00 

Toilets/community room 121.92 

 1,621.92 

 
 

Payments £ £ 

Category Net Total VAT 

Bank services fee 4.25 0.00 

Insurance 1,624.39 0.00 

Office Costs 47.00 0.00 

Pond 5.55 0.00 

SIDs 69.67 0.00 

Staff/contract costs (inc payments to HMRC)  917.16 0.00 

Toilets/community room 207.09 24.95 

 2,875.11 24.95 
 
Mrs K Clay – Responsible Financial Officer 
04.06.25 
 
 

 £ 

Current account  6,399.77 

Deposit account 79,362.40 

Total 85,762.17 
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