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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY 8 JANUARY 2025 

Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, 
Aldbourne 

7.30 pm  
 
 

Present: 
Councillors:   P. Lawler (Chairman), S. Muirhead (Vice Chairman) 

C. Ainsworth, H. Bland, W. Brown, A. Deuchar, A. Edmonds, C. Elms, 
D. Esden, B. Hill, A. Phizacklea, J. Rayner, A. Stibbard, V. Butler (from 8.00 pm) 

 
In attendance:   
Parish Clerk/RFO:   Mrs K Clay 
Members of the public:  10 
 
132/25 Apologies 
Apologies noted from Councillor:  N. Josephy 
 
133/25 Interests 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
134/25 Minutes 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously that the Minutes from the Parish Council meeting 
held on Wednesday 6 November 2024 be approved and signed. 
 
135/25 Planning Committee 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously to adopt the Planning Committee Minutes from the 
meeting held on Wednesday 6 November 2024. 
 
136/25 Outstanding Items 
Update on the following items: 

a) (05/07/2023) 20-mph limit on various roads south of the B4192 – Update on the 
progress of the advertisement of the scheme expected at the next LHFIG meeting 
being held on 30/01/2025. 

b) (07/02/2024) Blocked grips on the Four Barrows Track – Some hand clearance 
has been carried out by volunteers.  The Council is also liaising with residents of 
Court House about help with clearing them further when they are reinstating the 
bridleway following using it for works at their property. 

c) (06/11/2024) Twinning – An inaugural meeting of the group will be held in late 
January/February.    

d) (06/11/2024) Claridge Close – The leaves have been cleared. 
 

137/25 Accounts 
The Council RESOLVED twelve in favour, with one abstention, to approve the financial 
statement as presented by the Clerk.  All payments are to be authorised by Cllr Bland and 
Cllr Deuchar.   
A copy of the financial report is attached as Appendix A.  
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138/25 Clerks Report 
a) The third quarter finance has been carried out by Cllr Bland with no comment.  
b) The Q3 finance breakdown was sent to all councillors on 7 January 2025. 
c) A grit bin has been purchased for use around The Square during freezing 

conditions.  It has been padlocked to avoid it being misused.  Several personnel 
have been made aware of the lock code, including all councillors.   

d) The M4 is due to close east bound between J15 and J14 over several nights 
between the end of January and early March 2025.  There will also be some 
closures of the westbound carriageway in March & April.  National Highways once 
again failed to engage with the Parish Council about these closures, and the Clerk 
had to track down the correct person to liaise with.  The B4192 is the non-HGV 
diversion route.  National Highways have been asked whether the B4000 could 
also be used to spread out the non-HGV diverted vehicles, but it was not widely 
welcomed and it is not anticipated that this will be put into place.  The A346/A4 is 
the HGV diversion route.  The full list of closure dates will be advertised.  

e) Parish Council elections will take place on Thursday 1 May 2025.  All 15 seats will 
become vacant, and anyone 18+ can stand to be a councillor, not just those who 
have previously been on the Council.  WALC is running an online event on 
22 January for anyone who is interested in finding out more about the role of a 
councillor, the way parish council meetings work, which services a parish council 
can influence and how the parish precept is raised and spent.  More details on 
how to join can be found on the WALC website. 

f) In response to the governments Devolution White Paper (16 Dec) Wiltshire 
Council has submitted an expression of interest in forming a ‘Heart of Wessex’ 
area with Dorset, Somerset and possibly Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole 
Councils.  Wiltshire Council will release further details as the process progresses.  

Cllr Sheppard confirmed that Wiltshire Council was not in favour of further devolution, 
but the current area is not considered large enough to have its own mayor.  If Wiltshire 
Council remained with the current status quo, whilst surrounding councils were devolved 
into larger areas, it would mean a huge loss of revenue from central government.  
g) A new initiative called Wiltshire Marque has been introduced by Wiltshire Council.  

This is an accreditation scheme that highlights and celebrates the provenance of 
food and drink made in Wiltshire and is funded by the Wiltshire Towns programme.  
It promotes Wiltshire suppliers and supports the local economy and environment.  
The scheme is for growers, processors, provisions retailers and hospitality who 
use locally Wiltshire sourced ingredients for their products.  More information can 
be found at www.wiltshiremarque.co.uk.  This site also holds a directory of local 
suppliers and businesses.   

 
139/25 Public Session 

• Question about arranging to clear the rubbish along Lottage Road following the 
recent ditch clearance. 

The ACV lead confirmed that they have this area on their list to be cleared as soon as 
the weather allows.  

• Comment about the West Street verge wilding area and the continued 
non-collection of the cut grass.   

 
140/25 Budget & Precept 2025-26 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the 2025/26 budget as presented by the 
Finance Group and set the 2025/26 precept at £56,180. 
A copy of the budget document is attached as Appendix B. 
 

https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/your-parish-council-needs-you-january-22nd/
http://www.wiltshiremarque.co.uk/
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Cllr Butler arrived. 

141/25 Flood Management 
An update on water levels and recent action by Thames Water and the flood wardens was 
given.  The current issues are being caused by a blockage within the network, rather than 
high water levels.  Thames Water continues to monitor the levels and will bring the ATAC 
into use if required.  
 
142/25 Playing/Sports Inspections 
The inspections have been carried out in all play areas and the football field area.  The two 
new goal posts have been delivered and erected in Whitley Field.  Thanks were expressed 
to Cllr Phizacklea and Mr G Browning for putting them together. 
 
143/25 Market Cross 
Cllr Lawler spoke to the stonemason again yesterday.  He assured him that nothing is at 
risk, and he will be carrying out the works required as soon as he is able to.   
 
144/25 Interpretive board 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously to set a budget of up to £400 (net) for all materials 
and a replacement artwork panel for the interpretive board refurbishment.  
 
145/25 Music & Song Festival 
The Council RESOLVED thirteen in favour, with one abstention to approve the Music & 
Song Festival being held on the village green on Saturday 2 August 2025, subject to 
conditions for use of this area, which will include notification of any major changes to the 
format of the event.   
 
146/25 Operation Nightingale 
A decision was deferred whilst the Council liaises with the organisers further on this 
request.  
 
147/25 VE Day 80th Anniversary Events 2-6 May 2025 
The Council RESOLVED eleven in favour, with three abstentions, that an agreement in 
strong principal is given for the football field & village green to be used as part of the VE 
Day 80th Anniversary Events between 2-6 May 2025 (this includes set up and clear down 
days), including the planting of a memorial tree on the football field bank.  This agreement 
in principle is subject to further details of all the proposals (including dates and times) being 
provided for consideration.  
 
Renaming of the football field to Toccoa Field 
The request for renaming of the football field has been withdrawn by the event organisers. 
 
Granting the Freedom of the Parish to 101st Airborne (Air Assault) Division 
A decision was deferred whilst the Council awaits legal advice from Wiltshire Association of 
Local Councils (WALC).  
 
148/25 Councillor reports 

a) The letter received from Carbon Neutral is to be discussed by the Council liaison 
group, with a view to bringing a report for the Council to consider at either the 
February or March meeting.  

b) Thanks were expressed to Cllr Sheppard for his help in getting swift action carried 
out when a stop tap cover was found to be missing on the footpath outside the 
Memorial Hall.  The open hole had presented a hazard to pedestrians.   
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149/25 Wiltshire Council  
Nothing further to report.  
 
150/25 Public session 
There were no further comments from the members of public present.  
 
It was RESOLVED unanimously that, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature of the business 
about to be transacted in item 151/25. 
 
The Clerk left the meeting 

151/25 Staff Payments 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously to increase the Clerks hourly rate by 60p from 1 April 
2025.   
 
152/25 Next Meeting 
The Council RESOLVED unanimously that the next meeting will be on Wednesday 
5 February 2025 at @ 7.30 pm in the Memorial Hall.  

 
The meeting concluded at 9.20 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature of the Chairman: ________________________________ Date: 5 February 2025 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

 

Bank Account Balances as at 02/01/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Receipts £ 

Category Amount 

Nil receipts 0.00 

 0.00 

 
 

Payments £ £ 

Category Net Total VAT 

Amenity upkeep 158.13 16.68 

Flood warden equipment 265.39 50.61 

Hall hire 21.25 0.00 

Office costs 83.17 11.67 

Playing fields/areas 1,143.10 228.62 

SIDs 54.39 0.00 

Staff/contract costs (inc payments to HMRC)  905.56 0.00 

Toilets/community room 245.08 25.89 

Travel 22.25 0.00 

 2,898.32 333.47 
 
Mrs K Clay – Responsible Financial Officer 
08.01.25 
 
 

 £ 

Current account  557.81 

Deposit account 73,379.03 

Total 73,936.84 

  

ALDBOURNE 
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Aldbourne Parish Council Budget & Precept for 2025-2026 Appendix B

Budget Budget Forecast Actual

2025/2026 2024/2025 2024/2025 2023/2024

Net Payments £ £ £ £

Additional meeting costs 100.00 100.00 100.00 0.00

Allotments (includes £10 yearly rent) 100.00 100.00 100.00 0.00

Amenity upkeep (e.g. pond, bus shelter, pumps) 1,000.00 1,500.00 250.00 367.03

Audit fees (external and internal) 365.00 360.00 365.00 355.00

Banking fees 51.00 0.00 13.00 0.00

Beating of the Bounds 0.00 252.43 0.00 247.57

Clerks expenses 200.00 200.00 200.00 202.95

Coronation (from Vodafone reserves) 0.00 0.00 0.00 947.03

Defibrillator maintenance (subject to a yearly request) 300.00 300.00 300.00 0.00

Donations 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Elections  (from reserve fund) 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Flood management/prevention 300.00 0.00 375.00 48.99

Football field maintenance (including additional works for football use) 500.00 100.00 200.00 70.00

Insurance  [Yr 3 of 3] 2,164.00 2,000.00 2,003.92 1,856.93

LHFIG donations (towards highway works) 5,125.00 1,000.00 0.00 725.00

Library staffing costs contribution 5,400.00 5,400.00 5,400.00 5,400.00

Mildenhall agreement (bench) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Mowing (village & football field) [Yr 3 of 3] 6,550.00 6,620.00 6,550.00 6,550.00

Neighbourhood Plan 0.00 0.00 0.00 -14.99 

Office expenses 740.00 700.00 700.00 642.42

Palmers Field maintenance [Until July 2027] 2,500.00 2,500.00 880.00 2,215.00

Palmer's Field barrier replacement (on South St) 0.00 1,000.00 0.00 2,031.05

Playing fields/areas 2,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 3,228.00

Rectory Wood (also reserve fund) 2,000.00 3,000.00 200.00 2,510.00

Room hire 400.00 350.00 350.00 214.25

Solicitor 250.00 250.00 0.00 0.00

South Street footpath repairs 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,126.00

Southward (taken from reserve fund) 50.00 50.00 50.00 0.00

Speed Indicator Devices 500.00 500.00 500.00 440.10

Staffing costs (inc PAYE/NI) 11,000.00 9,630.00 9,675.00 9,209.27

Tennis court 100.00 100.00 100.00 0.00

Toilets/Community Room 6,500.00 6,500.00 6,500.00 5,148.85

Toilets refurbishment 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 5,377.39

Training & Conferences (Cllrs & Clerk) 200.00 100.00 0.00 0.00

Travel (councillors) 0.00 0.00 22.25 0.00

Trees (not including Rectory Wood) 500.00 1,000.00 0.00 100.00

WALC Subscription 647.00 637.00 634.05 622.28

Website (domain, etc) 200.00 200.00 200.00 20.39

Youth Council funding (Subject to review of accounts) 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 0.00

Total expenditure (net) 57,343.00 51,050.43 42,269.22 51,741.51

Contingency (10%) 5,734.30 5,105.04

VAT 5,200.00 4,200.00 3,100.00 5,185.86

Total Expenditure (gross) 68,277.30 60,355.47 45,369.22 56,927.37

Budget Budget
Forecast 

or Actual
Actual

2025/2026 2024/2025 2024/2025 2023/2024

Receipts £ £ £ £

Allotments 75.00 75.00 75.00 75.00

Community Infrastructure Levy 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,628.08

Feast tolls 120.00 120.00 120.00 120.00

Filming donations 0.00 0.00 0.00 150.00

Football Field maintenance donation 250.00 0.00 250.00 250.00

Goddards rent (S&G hut area) 1.00 1.00 1.00 0.00

Interest 400.00 500.00 500.00 610.68

Palmers Field rent 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Precept 56,180.00 54,020.00 54,020.00 46,000.00

Storage Rooms 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Toilets/Community room 800.00 800.00 800.00 979.96

VAT 3,100.00 5,000.00 5,185.86 4,100.31

Wayleave 13.58 13.58 13.58 13.58

Total receipts 60,581.00 60,630.58 61,066.44 54,028.61

Receipts less gross payments -7,696.30 275.11 15,697.22 -2,898.76 

Plus reserves brought forward 64,719.65 44,455.54 49,022.43 51,921.19

Total fund at end of year 57,023.35 44,730.65 64,719.65 49,022.43

Required for specific purposes 45,614.50 40,576.50 40,626.50 37,587.11

General reserve carried forward 11,408.85 4,500.58 24,093.15 11,435.32

57,023.35 45,077.08 64,719.65 49,022.43

Band D charge = 68.92 * 66.45 56.82

* Band D charge =  £5.74 a month.  An increase of £2.47 a year, 20.5p a month.   



Analysis of reserves

Actual Budget Forecast Budget

At 31/3/2024 2024/2025 At 31/03/2025 2025/2026

£ £ £ £

Election costs  (Next election May 2025) 0.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00

Flood management/prevention 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00

Maintenance & Replacement (for any area under the PC 

responsibility without a named reserve)
4,610.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 9,000.00

Recreational development (whole village) 9,003.00 9,003.00 9,003.00 9,003.00

Rectory Wood 4,390.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00

Toilets replacement equipment 6,122.61 6,162.00 6,162.00 7,000.00

Community Infrastructure Levy (restricted fund) 8,138.50 8,138.50 8,138.50 8,138.50

Speed Indicator Devices 0.00 0.00 0.00 200.00

Southward Triangle (restricted fund) 1,323.00 1,273.00 1,323.00 1,273.00

Vodafone Fund (restricted to an all village event) 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00

General balancing figure 11,435.32 4,500.58 24,093.15 11,408.85

Total funds held 49,022.43 45,077.08 64,719.65 57,023.35

Forecast 2024/2025

The figures shown for the named reserves are the same as budget due to no expenditure being required from reserves 

during the 2024/2025 year. 

Reserve Purpose Description

Notes for 2025/2026 reserves

No increase, due to funds built up for 24/25 work not 

being required.

Build up for future expenditure. 

Some of this fund may be used to pay the £5,125 

LHFIG donation, or for additional SID/VAS units.  

£50 expenditure

Charges will apply for the May 2025 election.  (Exact 

costs awaited from Wiltshire Council).

Build up for future expenditure (EG playground 

equipment & possible works to the football field).

No increase required.

Build up for future expenditure.

Build up for maintenance and new units


